MONASH EARTH SCIENCES GARDEN
Project delivery: September 2015 | External Partners: Rush Wright Associates, Open Spatial Workshop, Paul Thompson, ANLC, Plant Design
Pty Ltd, NDY Light, Wood & Grieve Engineers, in collaboration with Monash University
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The Earth Sciences Garden is the first of its kind in Australia, and the most comprehensive
worldwide. The landscape comprises 20 different rock types, with 500 rock specimens
weighing up to 14 tons. It is located in the award-winning North West Precinct of the
Clayton campus, adjacent to the landmark Green Chemical Futures Building. The 120
by 30 metre large rock garden is used as a hands on outdoor teaching laboratory as
well as a relaxation area for staff and students alike. The garden provides students with
the opportunity to gain a hands-on experience in geology, physical geography and the
atmospheric sciences, reflecting the University’s broader approach to teaching science in
more innovative and engaging ways.

Location

The rock specimens represent a variety of igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks
found in Victoria and range from large, black ‘bombs’ from an 8,000-year-old volcano near
Colac, to 400-million-year-old fossiliferous limestone from Buchan in eastern Victoria. The
rocks are arranged to emulate Victoria’s geological and geographical features from rocky
Gippsland to the Otway coastline and are accompanied by their specific and unique flora.

Awards

The collection also features a man-made rock; a commissioned artwork ‘Anthropocite’ by
Open Spatial Workshop that explores the possible rock formations which might occur in
the future with human activity speeding up the transformation of the planet.

Blackburn Road

Between 9 and 13 Research Way, Clayton campus

Wellington Road

2018 AILA National Landscape Architecture Award: Civic
Landscape
2016 Learning Environments Australasia Award: winner in
category 6: Landscape / Outdoor Learning Area
2015 Landscaping Victoria – Landscape of the Year Award
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Aerial photo of Earth Sciences Garden.
‘Anthropocite’ (2015) by Open Spatial Workshop.
Garden with aspect on Green Chemical Futures.
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